Alternate ROOTS is, has been since its conception, and will continue to be a leader and an ally in the movement towards justice in all senses of that word: within the organization, in our members’ communities, in this country, and this world.  ROOTS members are particularly fierce when addressing issues of cultural equity, progressive politics, improving education and the environment. ROOTS has been, and will continue to be, dedicated to the ongoing work of uprooting racism. 

ROOTS aggregates multiple resources to support artists and their art. ROOTS fosters artists’ growth in the depth and breadth and strength of their work. ROOTS artists consistently grow. 

ROOTS is recognized as a cultural innovator and a catalyst for transformation.  ROOTS members are recognized within their communities as agents of change.  The cultural workers who are members of ROOTS are activists who use art as their primary tool. ROOTS is and has been about working in partnership. We continually seek new partners and we value long-standing relationships.

ROOTS is unrelenting in its commitment to real diversity, and to the increased depth of understanding that multiple perspectives yield. We are sustained by shared resources and ideas. More, we actively practice multi-generational partnerships, mentoring, and cross discipline learning. We encourage young leadership, honor experienced guidance, and we endeavor to communicate in multiple languages and multiple ways within those languages.

We foster a dynamic balance of technology and grassroots action. New technology is welcomed. Face-to-face interaction is understood as essential. Both are important in how we, as an organization, continue to grow and conceive of new ways to think about courage, justice, and home.

