Cultural Equity Session

Actions
1. Join forces around international cultural equity campaigns, which ties cultural equity to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

2. Think about mini-festivals and other performance – dialogue events and tie the talents of ROOTS artists to current social justice campaigns, whether local, regional or national. (Example: healthcare)

3. 2010 Social Forum – Detroit, MI June 2010 – Represent southern voices / southern issues

4. Develop relationships and work with veterans returning from our current wars. 

5. Begin preparing to have a presence at the 6th World Conference on Women: Sofia, Bulgaria – what specific and unique can we bring to that discourse?

6. Monitor federal recovery money. What particular perspective can we provide in that monitoring process?

7. Get involved with cultural policy, federal, state, local and private foundations. Become able to spot current trends of cooptation, in which grassroots folk (their ideas) are consumed by the existing power structure. (Example: What’s up with the many new courses in community based arts in universities – Are we co-teachers? Are our community people admitted to them?, etc.)

8. How do we upgrade our technical tools to reach younger people? How do we make these tools place specific? (South) How do we use them for organizing? (These tools cut across race and class lines.)

9. Not – stand apart: Attend Tax Day rallies…anti-immigration rallies…etc. ie. Get involved/study the reactionary movements.

10. News: How do we get the news of our issues, people, communities into the discourse in an increasingly narrow official newsband?

11. Look at actions we can take around the dismantling of the American’s Disability Act. 

12. Institute our own community based training for – ex. Triangulating Appalshop, Highlander, Carpetbag, ROOTS.

13. How can we support broadband legislation as a civil right?

14. How do we develop a vision of the future that is inclusive? Justice informed by love…..
