NOtes from Ebony: 

1. how does the prison / justice system  (prison industrial complex) disregard the creative potential and humanity of the incarcerated  people 

2. what would a system  justice that honors the humanity of   the incarcerated people look like? 

3.  what are some practical steps we can take individually and collectively to re envision and rebuild a justice system that honors the humanity of incarcerated people 

Narrative: 

_personal experience with prison industrial complex

first group (me and Leah)

-Sex appeal among younger population 

-cool points 

juvenile detention center- create alternatives that would be as edgy 

fences, stuck, physical appearance-- tagged as criminal--cycle 

---searching for creative response... encourage justice.. foster self image 

second group:  

-school to prison pipeline... how quick is could happen, once your in your in 

race plays a major part 

fuck up and stuck in cycle...  some people dont really fuck up, the y just are cause of race or school

different techniques (tear gas) in low income schools 

zero tolerance

out of school.. sent backwards.. system falls.. no footing 

get in fight, get suspended... no understanding 

Media coverage... test scores threatening to shut down schools..  every time there were big fights in the black schools they were all over news, white schools not so much

group 3 (

race... chances you get to not get in to that system 

what is the point of the prison system? 

reentry system.. not punishment anymore 

drug related sentences.. drug abusers in prison system 

rehab is expensive..very

felons cant vote, no rights to speak out..oppressed are still oppressed 

who will speak up for it? people on inside are silenced 

group 4 (sara and Mama Nia) 

privilege 

family experience of seeing it or seeing it from no experience 

was arrested in own home as a person of privilege 

"how could you arrest me?" i don't deserve this 

I don't believe anyone should be arrested 

newbie: john

environmental work with social justice theme... environmental slavery 

Ebony: 

few experiences with prisons and jails

teaching in all male in NC ..ged classes ...very hard for me 

seeing all the black latino and poor white men brilliant confused and dazed by system 

all grey, bland, no color .... disoriented 

Couldn't teach bc i was in the same system 

"how do prisons reside outside of prisons?"   the metaphor of what that means 

relating schools to prisons... lack of vitamin d  "drink more milk" 

everyone, no matter socioeconomic class, access to tv and video games, not same in other countries

movies, Walmart, easily accessible 

stories are part of larger community story: race gender class privilege power 

theater of the oppressed 

create a tablo of body image statue of one strong emotion that relates to what you heard.. move in a way the processes the way to dialouge .. animate... improve movement 

inmates are physicalized response to conversation 

plan image and improvise the rest .  

Tablos 

personal reflection time: 

Palo Fare 

action plus reflection 

Share: 

Do some people need to be locked up, "pay a debt to society" ? 

Is there a place where justice can actually happen?  

"i think what we don't have is a definition of justice" -john 

never occurred to me that my son might go to prison, and he is a white-hispanic

hannah:  guirremo gomez-pena, great story about hispanic/white childhood

E;  question 2

John: defines institution as mechanized... is there an institution that does not hinder peoples humanity? 

court ordered AA

forced community, does it work? 

can we envision a community that humanity is respected? 

it's too circumstantial..  what we decide might be right now and here, would someone else disagree and not see fit

how circumstantial should we be?

how do you address individuals? 

justice system that didn't have a mandatory minimum 

cause and effect?

not addressing the preventatives.. in order to be effective would need to be holistically (family, housing, health care... ) 

sentencing based on individual: ex. number of grams....  filed by class 

decriminalizing drugs? who's business is it?  much of the crime along drugs are because it illegal 

incarcerated because of drugs isn't a solution, its a temporary band aid and funneled in to another program 

mental health more, crime and punishment less 

focusing taboos 

create hierarchy, we are more empowered 

decide not to comply, are less than

taboo and nothing you can do about it? 

what if you wear your taboo?   if someone gets a hint of it then what do you do? 

legislating morality? 

what if you cant comply?  you are a criminal? 

malicious violence?  does that bring a different punishment 

video games create killers? 

taboos... what's the proper response?  intervention?  

"crazy" being sent to a hospital is same as a prison 

What would it look like? 

would be a place where there is time out? a space to stay there.  visiting time would be a totally different model... let light in. 

beautify it.. programs. ..  NOT building anything or cleaning shit, but creative expression 

local  farmers 

but that would be a great place to live!!!   protective and taken away out of society 

create a space to reflect and share on community as a holistic community  to develop as a human being while you are in it

to complicate it: non-violent different center than violent criminals 

E:   should there be pain involved for those cause pain? 

Andy:  spectrum 

doing time doing vopasana (10 day meditation yoga) vipassana 

Documentary in India,.. maximum security... women director in male prison 10,000? and she starts shifting protocol, daylight, instate 10 day meditation process where you sit in silence and don't write or take part in physical activity.  uncomfortable and mind blowing.  enforces for the guards to the take.   biggest prison reform in world.  all white and no hand cuffs.  

--given a space where you cant hide anywhere, when you have to stay and sit in a space where all you have is your mind.  you have what you have done.  

Found art installation: 

find an object that represents your processing this conversation 

create a community art piece about how you have processed this conversation.   

installation of the prison industrial complex... bringing the organic back in to the institution via the fluidity of creativity 

Reflection and conclusion on the final question: how can we bring this back to our life and our community: 

