Saturday 3:30 - 5:15pm

Thousand Kites 

Caron Atlas
Digital Arts Service Corps

The relationship Between media and organizing 

Make the arts part of organizing....   not just an add on

integrate from the start

how do stories intersect with policy... where can we interject them to make change?  

How can we be resources for each other? 

---GOAL: to create resource list 

Emilia: 

Main St Project: Minnesota, rural Latino immigrants : digital media story telling 

develop resiliency, grow 

"The DIgital Divide" affordability, knowledge

WHat is the culture? 

Grew out of the raids, wanted to be seen as knowledge producers.  

Media Act Grassroots 

process of media making is a tool used in organizing but not the end! 

as organizers we bring certain skills

analogue skills too, not to replace traditional communication 

technology and politics are and intersection point 

HOw do you have skills? access and affordability? 

PLACESTORIES technology, uses very small bandwidth.... designed for rural communities 

Movie:  Light-rail: 

made in 4 hours, including training 

funding is build in to the organizing campaign.  this light-rail film was made as the first of many that are written in to the funding 

Linda: Carpetbag Theater 

Knoxville
Digital Story telling training 

started to tell the stories, 40th anniversary  

THey have a mobile lab! 

Center for Digital Story Telling helped train 

variety of communities, they wanted to share the stories they were learning 

Women in recovery, youth,... founded in story, not media 

story comes first! 

Movie:

RPRP, rural people rural policy 

come in to national program and make a collective story 

done in 2 1/2 days

Story circles lead in to narratives that the community members create 

7 trainers, Carpetbag goes with all the equipment and they facilitate story circles, then the stories are given to the digital story telling trainer 

generally they train people to use this tool 

mobile lab is more for training 

How is this useful for those who are trying to create policy change? 

the process was to get them to tell their stories and be able to share in a way that is more interesting and productive 

The method is a form of organizing as well 

Also do a performance along with the digital story telling 

Funded by Kellogg for some projects 

Open dialogue: 

story telling is for the story rather than meant for entertaining 

Emilia: the organizes bring focus and see the long term, the narrative can be expanded. how do you get it out? to whom? Organizers focus on the follow through 

teach people how to convey their stories effectively 

these are available to for the origination to use as they find necessary.  the intention is to control the media and not let the media control the story 

How are we using stories to convey messages? 

THis is not the product itself, it is on a journey 

"some people can hear one note and hear the pitch, others need two notes to hear what is the higher and which is the lower"

Once you have a digital story and what do you do with it? 

Church analogy: offer different people different things 

Board of Fierce 

How do you educate other people who are no interested in your work to care about your work? 

The Hurricane Season 

show for people to tell their own stories 

some places in NY are encouraging people to keep their cell phones on so that

NICK: Apple Shop

THousand Kites
1998 started

letters from prisoners who were being abused 

Skype page and people can call in 

story of self 

story as us - sharing it with community 

story of now- attention, urgency with the moment 

radio program, connect with those elsewhere

Virgin Islands Prison program: 
Kim contacted about VI prisoners in Appalachian Jails 

Broadcasting to the world 

Mario Bell, artist from VI  

Wallen's Ridge appalachian 

Holla to the Hood, they live for it! 

have stuff online but also have someone on the ground 

How to use volunteers? 

Online has choices (share, add, comment) 

www.salesforce.com  -- database, track communications <customer managing 

Flip Cam, non-profit discount...  $75 a piece

Creative Commons License

www.creativecommons.org

Vimeo, like You Tube

Twitter  Altroots 09

Kickstarter.com 

Mobileactive.org 

how to take hand held and use it 

access... $$$$$$$

rural communities, access to web

