2009 Alternate ROOTS Annual Meeting

Studio Report

Reporter’s Name:

Anne Kotleba
Studio title and leader(s):

Thousand Kites
Day/time:

Saturday,  3:30- 5:15pm
How many participants?

27
Please describe the diversity of the group?

20 female

7 male 
Brief outline of the studio format. 

Panel discussion with multiple different organizers who are utilizing digital media as a tool in organizing.

The panel was opened up on to general discussion and shared resources. 

How did the studio content and facilitation align with the ROOTS Annual Meeting theme of Rebirth of a Nation: using art to navigate the intersection of oppressions?

New age, new birth, new technology.  New ways to aid us in sharing the stories of the oppressed 
How did you see practices of the following principles occur in the workshop? 

Power: 

When talking about community organizing, there is always a displace of power.  In this case, the organizing is aided and heightened with the use of technology 
Partnership: 

If you can tell your story and use digital media to do so, it allows for much more exposure and therefore, more areas to form partnerships. Online partnerships, on the ground partnerships and community partnerships  
Dialogue: 

Story telling through digital story telling is the fire the lights organizing dialogue.  The work together, complementing each other.  
Aesthetics: 

Some debate came up as the quality of the films, and does that really matter.  Aesthetics are huge in this process, it needs to be entertaining and useful. 
Transformation:

This is not the end. The film is not the solution, its the start, its a tool.  The transformation happens with the film fueling the fire, helping the transformation but not necessarily causing the transformation. 
 
Your sense of the reception by participants. Specific comments here are helpful.

Any other comments for the Studio leaders(s)?

