Reflections from the Wall of the Faith Center

Step by step – we are making this up as we go along – “We make the path by walking.” Many thanks! – Eleanor B.

OMG! After my first ROOTS meeting I am completely convinced about the importance and values of this organization. Thank you ROOTS! PS – Should be two weeks earlier so we can have more youth!

Thank you from a first year guy. Loved the energy, loved the organization of event. I am glad to be a part of this group. The closing event was like a KKK meeting without the sheets. The fire, the cross and ceremony was disconcerting.

It’s my first ROOTS meeting and I arrived halfway through. It’s not often that I feel comfortable stepping into the middle of things, but the community has been so welcoming and open – it has been so easy to jump in. Thanks for helping me get my feet very wet. – Hannah 

PS – Stiltacon was so empowering – thanks for giving me a new pair of legs and a different view for a few hours. I have a feeling I will be back. 

Maybe have the videographers take verbal feedback after studios/workshops or audio tape to get feedback that is not written. 

Idea: each recipient speaks before evening performances (2 per night, 3 min. each?)

I’d like to suggest an accessibility TEAM for the AM – as an organizer of an event I felt like responsibility for its accessibility was on me but I’d love to have had support on that. This team could work with Rooters who may need accommodations on an event-by-event basis and make decisions on the fly when circumstances change. 

Roots Rocks! It gets better every year. So much growth and so much change.

I want more studio time so I can go to more things. I felt sad to not be able to stilt or sing because I felt the need to get some “practical” info. 

I’d also like more open space. Maybe some open space can happen during all conference (I know then people won’t come to business but these could be occasional optout/options!) I so appreciate ya’ll’s flexibility in making it work for a newbie! Y’all’ve been so accommodating on schedules. 

(another commenter echoes this with) Yes, more open space!

As part of the Artist Assistance Grant requirements for those who are awarded them, the artist is required to come to ROOTS AM and show what they did with the grant money. The time allotted for this at this AM was before dinner was over and before evening performances started. That was fine. BUT no announcement was made to the attendees telling them or reminding them of this event. There were many people gathered in Faith Hall at the time the exhibit began but they didn’t know about the exhibit taking place in the side room – no signs. 

No one came to the exhibit for the first 30 minutes of its 45 minute allotted time. The last 15 minutes some people came. 

I suggest we have it – the exhibit – in a different format. Ideas:

1. Serve wine and cheese as was done one year – make it more of a reception 

OR

2. Let 1 or 2 recipients show and tell about their work at a meal or during a business meeting. 

3. Tell the recipients they are responsible for their own publicity—drumming up interest in the exhibit—then they’ll make signs and give announcements. Thanks. 

In the undoing racism session (after dinner) something was said that left me sayins, “Mmmmm…”? The Caucasian speaker: “When we accuse you of being a Gatekeeper…” <Does it HAVE to be an ACCUSATION?>

(another commenter remarks on this--)

this seems somehow mean-spirited, especially in use of direct quote. Seems that allowance could be made for fumbled language due to tension, lack of sleep, etc. Not everything is a (Traction/Fraction? – sorry can’t read writing) ship/slip (again, can’t read). Please be respectful and make a safe place for differences of opinion and dialogue. 

Technology is our friend. Let us explore its relationship to art and the creative process. – Trey 

Would love performances before dinner too! Would love more studio time. 

More babies! 

Companionship – depth – intimacy – honoring the self in all ways. 

Very good meeting I’m glad to finally get here with my people! 

We need to do undoing racism work every day in some form.

I am very happy I came and will be coming back. Really a great opening experience. – Nikki

Liza’s performance made me feel like it is possible to make babies and art! 


There needs to be a dedicated space and awareness of the presence of GLBTQ community at the AM. What happened to Alt. Fruits? 

There is a severe lack of critical discourse about the ART. We have succeeded at creating a safe space for artists, but we are not promoting the type of challengeing dialogue that will advance the craft, sharpen our tools. We need to have both for the weapon of ideas and the art to facilitate such ideas. We should be careful about this, lest we continue to perpetuate the idea that socially conscious art is only socially conscious. It can be amazing ART too. – Nick Slie

Others comment on this: “Yes” and “I have IDEAS about this.” And “Where’s the ART talk?”

Business meetings in better more open surroundings – AKA not the Faith Center. 

Yes – Love ROOTS, Don’t love Faith Center. 

What about supporting “old” artists who came late to the art yet sill have to go through the same process of discovery? 

Someone comments on this: “NEXT GENERATION”

The “Young Artists” might be choosing the term NEXT GENERATION for themselves… 

Love the messages – but can we not scream on mic during lunch?

I love ya’ll I love the whole world. 

I am thankful, humbled, inspired, blessed and honored to be in this family and not at all naïve about [what?] it takes or the responsibility it takes to be in this space. – Ebony

Ya’ll make me believe in myself, hope and humanity – again. 

Get Up Off That Thang And Dance Til You Feel Better. 

I can’t begin to talk about the closing ceremony. 

Someone comments: “I liked it.” 

Swimming in the pool of artistry good to be around beautiful artistic people. 

